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CURRENT INTELLE GENCE MEMORA% DI
SUBJECT: Population Control iwm Japan

L. Japants low rate of population prowth, currently
less than ong per cent aanually, results frem public ate
titudes and the epsration of gevernment peiicy since short iy
after World way 1. -

Zs Japan has probtably the highest ratio of poepilae
tion to area saitable for cultivation of any aation in the
world., In the immodiate Pestxar yesrs, it found this
anciont probles becoming criticai, 7Tes SVerseds emnire
was lost, there was an aven sreater searcity than previa
wusly of aregy upen For emigration, snd a kaby boem was
undervay, In 1948 a Bugenics Protection Law WAS DRSS Sed
under which Pregnancies cauld he interrupted fer pconomic
4% well a3 heaith Yeasons, Latoy modifications permit
sterilization on fadividual request., Contraception wag
glven officinl Approval and widespread publicity, pubiip
clinics have been estabilished, angd advice on famiiy vlan-
aing is freviy available, Pijot prYejects conducted in
¥illages have Spread Lirth control technigues throughout
the country, The Japanese people, unlike thoge in nauy
countries eXperiencing porulation PTES3UYBS, ware YECa -
tive to this Program. Io warlier bistory Jananess paBE~
ants frequent]y Tesoried to shortion and infanticido in
tiwes of duress. fThe breakdown of the old rurzl, pater-
nalistic system with frs Confucian enphasis on aroducing
male of fapring as potential wvorkers apg lovsl seyvanty
ef the Saperor has affecred ?G%&i&?_&tﬁ%%%d@ﬁ, 2% bawg'
the rapid industrialization ang urbanization of Japunese
seclety, The Ereater freeduwm women arg sxperiencing in
the postwar peried i3 also 3 relevant fagtor, Jn shorg,
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the Japanese people appear to have bacone coaviaced that
the national interssts and thelr personal interostx in this
astter largely coincide, The high literacy rste has faectl=
itated the spread of birth comtrel information.

4., The public has employed aest wethods nf fertility
control, imcluding abertien, tersinatiag sregosncies in
jarge numbers. At least one million induced abortions are
estimated to take place amaually under the 1948 law. Vige
iations of the liberally interpreted legisiation ave doslt
with lenieatly, and there say be as many 8% agnother nillion
abortions unreperted. The total number of aborticns =ay
outnumber live birtha. i

5. There iz some indication that the trend muy be
leveling off, The goverument has become worried about:
abuses of the law and is considering rewoving some flaan-
cial justifications for abortion., Nowen's groups, which
resnin in the forefront of virth control campaigns, have
similarly become cencerned that more than half the gfEl=
cially reported sbortions are perfoymed for vounzer HOBOn
terminating first pregnancies and hence scarcely within
the spirit of the lew, ¥Presperity has recently brogght
@n increase in the sarriage rate, mnd the birth rate may
again be riszing slightly. 5till, at about 17 iive birtos
annually per thousamd populstion, the figure ls less than
half what it was 15 yoars sgo. :
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